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Speaker Biographies

A former Army Officer, Probation Officer,
community development advisor and consultant,
Oliver has lived and worked in South Shropshire
for the last 26 years. He was a Churchwarden of
All Saints Norbury for 24 years and is a Trustee
and former Chair of Caring for Gods Acre.

He has found great happiness and strength in
the natural world and the part communities play
in helping it to thrive.

Professional arboricultural, horticultural and
ecological consultant with a special interest in
heritage trees of aesthetic, biological and cultural
interest. Member of the Ancient Yew Group,
Ancient Tree Forum and former Local Authority
Tree Officer, he also spent two seasons as Tree
Protection Officer for the Royal Horticultural
Society Chelsea Flower Show. He is a committee
member of the Scottish Branch of the
Arboricultural Association and recipient of the
Association’s Award for 2023. Chris works
nationally and internationally advising on special
trees and is a regular speaker on various tree
related topics.

Mary has had a lifelong interest in the natural
world beginning with birds in her early teens.
She started studying lichens in 2018 when a
long-standing interest in geology led her to
wonder what the lichens on the surface of the
rocks could tell about the rock underneath.
Mary has been a trustee for the Shropshire
Geological Society for 16 years, including 10
years as Chair and is currently one of the
contacts for the Shropshire Lichen Group.
She feels that volunteering more time to the
BLS helps the BLS further its charitable aims.

Mike has managed the churchyard at St
Laurence, Church Stretton, for the last 14 years.
He's also active in the management of several
local nature reserves including two MMCLT
properties, Cudwell Meadow and High
Leasowes.

Linda graduated in 1989 from Guelph University
(University of Toronto) with a degree in
Environmental Engineering and worked for an
international engineering consulting firm for 20
years, focusing on biological wastewater treat-
ment technologies. After retirement she turned
her talents towards volunteer work with
community organisations. Roles included IT
coordinator for The Women's College Association
of Japan in Tokyo and Librarian for The Royal
Asiatic Society in Shanghai. After her husband
retired in 2020 the family moved to Shrewsbury
and she is currently a volunteer with the

Friends of Shrewsbury Cemeteries.

middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk

Design & illustrations: Sarah Jameson

Marches

Community

Land Trust

Harriet has been working for Caring for God's
Acre for 13 years, as Director since 2017.

Harriet is a seasoned ecologist with a passion
for wildlife, particularly for engaging people with
the natural world. From the Seychelles to the
Orkney Islands, she has worked on nature
reserves, focusing on land management,
landscape-scale habitat restoration,
volunteering and training.

Woodland ecologist with the Nature
Conservancy and successor bodies until 1992,
then working independently, partly as nature
conservation advisor to the Forestry
Commission. Latterly, he concentrated on
researching and writing books in the Collins
New Naturalist series and writing up the long-
term study of woodland development in Lady
Park Wood (2017, CABI). Initiated the Ancient
Woodland Inventory in the 1970s and the Parish
Grassland Project in 2001: the latter has since
led to the formation of several meadows groups.

Director of Conservation at the Bat Conservation
Trust. Lisa has been fascinated by bats ever since
attending her first bat walk with the Birmingham
and Black Country Bat Group in 2008. She joined
BCT in 2011 and combines her passion for bat
conservation with extensive experience from a
range of different BCT programmes and
collaborations, including the four year Bats in
Churches Partnership Project.

Leigh has a particular interest in reducing the
environmental impact of light pollution, especially
the impact on nocturnal wildlife. In 2024 he
became a Trustee with Radnorshire Wildlife Trust.
He promotes dark skies within the Trust and also
as a town councillor with Presteigne and Norton
Town Council. In January 2024 Presteigne and
Norton became the first International Dark Sky
Community in England and Wales. In his spare
time he enjoys working with the Caring for God's
Acre churchyard task team, where he is slowly
improving his scything skills.

Kirsty trained as a Landscape Architect and
worked in this field for 25years. Since 2021 she
has worked for Caring for God's Acre, initially
delivering ‘Opening the Ark’, a community
engagement project based around 26 small,
rural churchyards across South Shropshire. She
is now Project Manager for 'Heritage to Inspire’,
focussing on the social history and biodiversity
of Longden Road Victorian Cemetery in
Shrewsbury.
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