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At UN Nature Summit COP15, through the Kunming Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)  - December 2022

190 Countries agreed to 4 Goals & 23 global targets, including: 

• A global commitment to halt and reverse biodiversity loss by 
2030.

• 30% of global land and 30% of global ocean to be protected by 
2030.

• 30% of degraded ecosystems to be under restoration by 2030. 

• A commitment to end human induced-species extinctions of 
known threatened species by 2030 and restore genetic diversity. 

Global goal to achieve protection;  one third of land, freshwater and seas by 2050
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Five years ago, the 25 Year Environment Plan (25YEP)
set out a vision for a quarter-of-a century of action
to help the natural world regain and retain good health. 

&
Refresh the plan every five years, 
a commitment set into law in the Environment Act 2021. 



The 2023 State of Nature report 

Shows that the abundance of species studied in 
the UK has declined by 19 per cent on average 
since records began in 1970. 

But while the most important natural habitats are 
in poor condition, work to protect landscapes has 
clear benefits for nature, people and climate.



• Action to restore nature is best co-ordinated with action to mitigate 

and adapt to the impacts of climate change because land-use 

scenarios suggest that wildlife is likely to benefit from maximising 

nature-based solutions (for example, native woodland creation and 

peatland restoration) in order to achieve net-zero in the land sector.

• However, this will need to be achieved whilst meeting people’s needs 

for food, energy and access to nature. Access to nature supports 

human health and well-being but there is inequality, with people in 

poorer socio-economic settings having less access to wildlife-rich 

natural spaces.
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CO-ORDINATING OUR RESPONSE:





Equity & Community

● Safe, prosperous communities for all, regardless of 

status, wealth, race, religion etc. 

● Accessibility and mobility for residents.

Health

Co-benefits of Climate Action

● Addressing air quality, mental health, lifestyle diseases

(heart disease, diabetes etc).

● Less pressure on the NHS.

● Climate actions that save money.

Financial savings



Green space

Resilience

● Increased area or access to green space.

● Green spaces include tree planting but can also be 

created in less obvious projects.

● The ability to prepare, recover and adapt to climate 

impacts.

● This can be related to extreme weather events, access 

to resources, economic recovery etc. 

Co-benefits of Climate Action
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Rodington Parish Council 

● Transformed a plot of unused land into a 

community orchard with apple and pear trees 

and have engage local community to plant 

wildflower meadow in the parish too.

Manage land for nature

Health Equity & 

Community

Resilience Green 

space

Financial 

savings
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LA & Town Councils 

● Telford & Wrekin by 2040 a will be a 

Forest Community with enhamced 

and protected natural environment.

● Oswestry planning to plant 17,000 

trees, one for each resident over a 

three-year period.

Health Equity & Community Resilience Green 

space

Financial 

savings



● Edgmond Parish Council Councillor and clerk 

engaged with local groups to develop Church Field,  

re-developed an open space into a mixed habitat.

● St Peter’s School wild area viewing area and 

revitalising pond 

● Shropshire Wildlife Trust’s 

‘Environment Leadership Programme’.  

Young people learning new skills in caring for the    

environment.

Youth projects

Health Equity & 

Community

Resilience Green 

space

Financial 

savings



How do you do it

•Identify in your area three things

•1 who is interested ?

•2 where  can they do it?

•3 is there money involved?



Identify an area
• Could be Parish Council owned

• Privately owned, In Trust or a Common

• Waste ground area or triangles of land adjacent to road junctions -
Local Authority ie. Highway’s Dept.

• Neglected land on estates – Housing Associations

• Don’t be afraid to ask  

• and don’t worry about rejection  - move on

Save Our Shropshire CIO
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Work with what you have got
It doesn’t have to be perfect 

Don’t let imperfection stop you doing stuff
Have a rough plan

Get permission - if needed 
Create a group / constitution (money)

Revisit plans and tweak them
Just do it





Local  Action
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Influencing areas 
within a 
Parish Council

Neighbourhood 
or Parish Plan

Local Green spaces
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Local
Interest 
Groups

Approximately
105 members 

Edgmond Wildlife 
Group
2018 - present
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Church Field
Edgmond 

Approximately      2.5 acres 

Managed by Church Trustees
1965 - 2020

Rewilding project 2017

9 Oak Trees
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Church Field
Edgmond 

Approximately every month the church had a contractor with a topper cut the field.

All the cuttings were left behind causing poor grass growth.

No known fertiliser or weedkillers applied since 1965

Managed by 
Edgmond Wildlife Group
2019 - present
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Church Field
Edgmond 

Approximately
2.5 acres 

Managed by 
Edgmond Wildlife Group
2019 - present

April 2020 EWG approach Church Trustees 
May 2020  Management Plan for the field

June 2020 Trustee agreement to manage Field
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Church Field
Edgmond 

Approximately
2.5 acres 

Managed by 
Edgmond Wildlife Group
2019 - present

Church Field   July 2020 



Yellow Rattle
Rhinanthus minor



Meadow section in flower 

More seeds to be sown now we have established 
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Church Field  now 
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Church Field
Changes

Approximately
2.5 acres 

Managed by 
Edgmond Wildlife Group
2019 - present

2016 outlook 

2023 outlook 
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Church Field
Edgmond 
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Church Field
Edgmond 

Approximately
2.5 acres 

Managed by 
Edgmond Wildlife Group
2019 - present

Church Field 
Edgmond Wildlife Group
https://www.edgmondwildlife.com
/


