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Hedgerows in the 

countryside form a 

network, with 

many hedges 

linked together.

They provide both 

a physical home 

for our wildlife and 

connect up our 

landscape so 

animals can travel.
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Hedgerow mapping 2019
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Using 2018 aerial 
photographic 
coverage
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Stepping Stones area

Aerial hedgerow data

Category Total measurements

Intact hedge 1002 km   (58%)

Gappy hedge 290 km     (17%)

Defunct hedge 441 km     (25%)

Trees 14552

Copse 586 ha

Total hedge 1733 km
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We are creeping towards losing 

50% of our hedgerows in the 

Stepping Stones area.
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Stepping Stones area 

Woodland data
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Category Total measurements

Broadleaf woodland 1264 ha

Conifer woodland 949 ha

Undetermined young woodland 4 ha

Copse 472 ha

Total woodland 2689 ha   (12%)

Stepping Stones project area: 22,634ha
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Small copses play an important 

part in the woodland cover of 

the Stepping Stones area.



Ground truthing the aerial data

12

Original mapping Ground survey changes
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Hedgerow condition monitoring
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Hedgerow condition monitoring
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A. Trimmed & dense

B. Intensively managed

C. Untrimmed

D. Tall & leggy

E. Untrimmed, outgrown

F. Recently coppiced

G. Recently laid

H. Recently planted
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